FIRST STEPS IN RURAL MINISTRY

This non-residential course, arranged by the F 7
Church Steering Group, will run on Tuesday 1 f f
and Wednesday 17th September at the Coron 2y,

Hall in Boroughbridge. The first day, looking a

the context of rural ministry, will be addressed %

Howard Petch talking about the current situation

in agriculture, land use and global food issuesSiiart Burgess,
the Government’s Rural Advocate and Chair of then@assion
for Rural Communities, will also speak that daytloa state of the
countryside. He has been in the news recently twithchallenging
rural reports: th&ural Advocate’s Repoend theReport on the
Rural Economy

Those who are not new to rural ministry would bdcame to
attend on the first day to hear these two key spmakFor further
information contact_leslie.morley@virgin.ne&tr ring Leslie on
01609 883787
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BRITISH FOOD FORTNIGHT - 20 " Sept- §" Oct

Have a look at the website for exciting ideas telvate all that's
good about British produce. Perhaps you might i@put on a
display or ask your school or local pub to run ecsal event:

http://www.britishfoodfortnight.co.uk

Our contact details are: SCADIM Community House,
Portholme Road, Selby, N.Yorks. YO8 4QQ); tel. 0175241050;
email: office@scadim.org.uk; website: www.scadim.@.uk

If you received this as hard copy but wouldn’t mmedeiving it via
email; please let us have your email address savihaan save the
postage.

One of the joys of the job | have is the ecumerdaalension. |
became Bishop of Selby in November 2003 and thefeen
Stephen Burgess became Chair of the York and Hsttitt of the
Methodist Church at about the same time. The tiws@njoy a
refreshingly open and honest relationship and duaelves sitting
around the same table at meetings.

When we started we agreed that one of us wouldr@@ADIM and
the other ENVOY (the Ecumenical Network for the &af York),
which oversees ecumenical partnerships and stissitumenical
relationships at local level. We also agreed weald/:gchange our
roles with each of these bodies after five yeaenable new
stimulation for each organisation: hence Stephevs the chair of
SCADIM.

It has been a good five years with SCADIM: new ¢hag have
joined the team, new chaplaincies have been negdtithe financeg
are now on a healthy footing, we have welcomedvasexretary an
a new treasurer, and we have adopted a new cdiustitut really
has felt like "all change”, but always with goocthtaur and
cooperation.

In this post-denominational (rather than just "eeunral”) age, it is
joy to be associated with SCADIM: it is not the ottulabels that
matter but the common work in the name of the Korgaf God!
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Martin Wallace, Bishop ¢ Selby




IMA NATIONAL CONFERENCE - June 2008
Stirling University

The Lead Chaplain was fortunate to be able to dttieis biennial
conference in the beautiful surroundings of histori
Stirling under the gaze of the William Wallace

memorial. The theme for the week was: “Is devoluti-
a winner?”

A series of high quality speakers from the world of
politics, business, academia and the Church exglore
the impact of devolution over the 8 years of thistexc
of the Scottish Parliament.

One speaker told us that devolution brings poweasesi to the
people but the issue of what power is and howaughbe handled
is important. Power can be used in an authoritasiay or,
alternatively, can be used to nurture better r@hstnips.

Another compared the “winner takes all” of the Wasister
Parliament with the PR voting system and SNP miyori
government of Scotland. To function without a nmigychas forced
ministers to find common ground.

What struck me particularly was the presence ofxherch at all
levels of the Scottish Parliament....from inscripsan the walls of
the very striking parliament building through tetlives of the
MSPs themselves. Our theological companion sugdekat the
notion of Covenant lies at the heart of Scottishtips...the
recognition that power is ultimately by delegatfoom God but
temporally given by the community to their represéies.

Is devolution a winner? In the words of the Sebtfphilosopher,
Kenny Dalgleish (1): “Maybe aye, maybe no”. Theareuld appear
to be no consensus to advocate a break-away frertdriion but the
guestion of devolution is clearly one for Englamsdhauch as it is for
Scotland.

SCADIM AGM — JUNE 2008

After a brief business meeting to receive the ahmeport
(available now on our website) and elect Revd StedBurgess as
our new Chairman, we had a presentation from MaAlbtewart,
Principal of Selby College, who spoke to the themhélnsights
into an outstanding College”.

In emphasizing that the College was “our” college aot “his”,
Allan drew attention its inclusive nature and pdinfor wide
community use. From its foundation in 1984 it ramed within
the County structure until it became an independmtiege in
April 1993. Now, with 5,000 students involved ionse way
(1,000 are full-time and another 100 doing HE ces)sit has
become the highest performing College in the cquntr

The ethos is not to exclude those who are less eatadlly
inclined in order to boost their position in theadee table but tg
aim to make sure that all students are enrollethertourses which
are right for them. Their position is all the mom@able given thaf
13.5% of students come from those parts of the Hrat score
highly in the scale of multiple deprivation.

Allan drew attention to the success of the NatioBgbloma
students; this provides a route to HE for thoséhauit 5 GCSEs
Similarly, the “Entry to Employment” programme hafiowed
people from a disturbed background to find meamjh]f

employment or further educational opportunitiesnother area o
success lies in providing opportunities for thosgownissed ou
educationally in their younger years. Allan partéely noted the
intergenerational benefit of having both younged alder studentg
together.

Whilst of necessity having to conform to whatevee tlatest
government strategy might be, Selby College stricekeep its
broad inclusive ethos intact....and by all measurdésgn
successfully so.




