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Three men were working together.  Each was asked what they were 
doing.  The first said, "I'm earning my living".  The second said, "I'm 
mixing cement."  The third said, "I'm building a house."  The task for 
each was the same but three different approaches.  Which do you 
think felt most fulfilled? 
 
In a recent survey on job satisfaction, the three key elements proved 
to be:  first, control (what I do, how I do it, freedom to have a break); 
second, distinctiveness (I am an important part of this process); third, 
definition (clarity of purpose). 
 
This seems not far from the triangle of God's Trinity: the Creator 
plans, the Son embodies, the Spirit energises. 
 
In this newsletter one of our chaplains helpfully offers the picture of 
chaplains holding up mirrors for people to see who they are.  This is 
good.  It is as our factories, offices and colleges reflect the character 
of God that we achieve happy, focused and productive workplaces.  
The chaplains who can help with that must surely be worth their 
weight in gold! 
 
+Martin 
 

If you received this as hard copy but wouldn’t mind receiving it via 
email; please let us have your email address so that we can save the 
postage. 

Selby Communities And District 
Industrial Mission 
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IN CAROLS, READINGS AND MUSIC 
With 

THE GRIMETHORPE COLLIERY BAND 
In 

Selby Abbey 
On 

Tuesday 4th December 2007 
At 

7.30pm 
 

Tickets are £6 (nave) or £5 (choir/side) from: 
Selby Abbey Shop; 

Abbey Travel, 3 New Lane, Selby; 
J & R Music Shop, Gowthorpe, Selby; or from the SCADIM 

Office, Community House, Portholme Road, Selby (01757 241050) 
 

 Issue 3 



Theological Reflection  
 
When the executive committee meets, our work for the next couple 
of hours is preceded by a time of prayer…and prayer is also the 
final action of our meeting.  More recently, we took the decision to 
ask one of the committee members to reflect theologically at each 
meeting on the work that the chaplaincy is currently engaged with.   
 
The first time we tried this, John Davis described theological 
reflection as “allowing our experience of God to interpret our 
understanding of everyday life and the situations that arise therein”. 
 
At our last meeting, Linda Day offered the following reflections on 
life as we experience it and the role of a chaplain, whether that be in 
an industrial, college or other context.  Her bullet points were: 
 
• Life is like a journey through a Hall of Mirrors. 
 
• We often see a distorted image of ourselves and others. 
 
• Young people especially, get a distorted image of themselves  
         from the media, peers, family. 
 
• Chaplain’s role – to present a different image. 
 
• Jesus ‘held up a mirror’ to people, their attitudes to themselves  
         and others. 
 
• Chaplains – a key role is to hold up a mirror to society and 
         individuals, enabling them to see who they are, who other  
         people are, what the church is. 
 
St Richard of Chichester prayed that: “we may see Thee more 
clearly, love Thee more dearly, and follow Thee more nearly, day 
by day” 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
           ….Amen to that!                 
           

                   
 
 
                        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Consultation on the future of rural Post Offices 
 

Post offices and village shops provide important services, 
particularly for vulnerable groups but 80% of the rural post 
office network is unprofitable. Rural services and other 
businesses rely on each other to attract footfall so the loss of 
one service could result in the loss of others and the 
consultation process about future closures and new 
approaches to outreach need to take this into account. 
 
If you have the opportunity to contribute to this process, do 
make your voice heard!  The timetable is as follows:  much of 
North Yorkshire (inc. Selby & York) – Nov 2007; West 
Yorkshire (Leeds & Wakefield areas) – April 2008.  Alas, 
East Yorkshire was in Oct…but submissions may still be 
worthwhile! 

Our contact details are: SCADIM Community House, 
Portholme Road, Selby, N.Yorks. YO8 4QQ; tel. 01757 
241050; email: office@scadim.org.uk; website: 
www.scadim.org.uk 
 

AFRICAN ADVENTURE WITH AMBULANCE 
                                            Jonas has recently returned from   
                                            his home town of Dodoma,  
                                           Tanzania where he delivered an  
                                           ambulance which he and the  
                                           Friends of Nala Ambulance & Life 
                                           Appeal (NALA) in Selby had 
                                           bought for the people of Nala in 
the outskirts of Dodoma.  Jonas says: “From the bottom of 
my heart, and on behalf of the people of Nala, I thank all 
those who helped in whatever way to make the realisation of 
this dream possible. And as for SCADIM, I am pleased that I 
was able to represent the Chaplaincy in this practical way!”  
 

  


